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Document 1

Sections of Economic and Social Council Resolution 303 (XI)
(1950)
Note: ECOSOC resolution 303 (XI) contained eleven different parts. Here are the sections dealing with economic, social and cultural rights:

C

The Economic and Social Council
Notes that the Commission on Human Rights considers the draft International Covenant on Human Rights relating to some of the fundamental rights of the individual and to certain essential civil freedoms is the first of a series of covenants and measures to be adopted in order to cover the whole of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

Notes, further, the decision of the Commission to proceed at its seventh session with the consideration of additional covenants and measures dealing with economic, social, cultural, political, and other categories of human rights, and to consider additional proposed articles included in Annex III to its report of the sixth session, together with any other articles which might be further proposed by governments; and

Approves the decision of the Commission.

I

The Economic and Social Council
Having considered in its broad aspects the draft Covenant on Human Rights submitted by the Commission on Human Rights in accordance with General Assembly resolution 217 (III),

Having noted the valuable work done by the Commission with a view to submitting a draft Covenant to the General Assembly,

Having noted with satisfaction that the draft Covenant includes articles relating to implementation,

Thanking the Commission for the contribution it has already made towards the accomplishment of a task of great importance,

Having given consideration to the questions of: (a) the general adequacy of the first eighteen articles; (b) the desirability of including special articles on the application of the Covenant to federal States and to Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories; (c) the desirability of including articles on economic, social and cultural rights; and (d) the adequacy of the articles relating to implementation,

Concluding that further progress on the Covenant cannot be made without basic policy decisions on the above matters being taken by the General Assembly,

Transmits the draft Covenant on Human Rights together with relevant documentation and records of the discussion in the Council to the General Assembly at its fifth session for consideration with a view to reaching policy decisions on the points mentioned in the fifth paragraph above;

Requests the Commission on Human Rights to consider the draft Covenant further, bearing in mind the policy decisions of the General Assembly and the views expressed in the Council at its eleventh session, and to submit a revised draft Covenant to the Council at its thirteenth session; and 

Requests the Secretary-General to transmit this resolution, together with the records of the debate at the eleventh session of the Council, to Member States with the view of obtaining their observations after the fifth session of the General Assembly for transmission to the Commission on Human Rights. 

Document 2

Joint Draft Resolution Sponsored by Brazil, Turkey,

and the United States, U.N. Doc A/C.3/L.76
(1950)
Fifth session

THIRD COMMITTEE

Agenda item 63

Draft First International Covenant on Human Rights 

and Measures of Implementation
Brazil, Turkey, United States: Joint Draft Resolution

Future Work of Commission on Human Rights

The General Assembly,

Appreciating the priority which, in accordance with General Assembly Resolution 217 (III), the Commission on Human Rights during its 1949 and 1950 sessions gave to the preparation of a draft International Covenant oh Human Rights and measures of implementation,

Noting the decision of the Economic and Social Council at its eleventh session to transmit the draft Covenant on Human Rights together with relevant documentation and records of the discussion in the Council to the General Assembly at its fifth session for consideration with a view to reaching policy decisions on the points listed in Resolution 303 (XI) of the Economic and Social Council,

Having considered the draft Covenant prepared by the Commission on Human Rights, particularly with reference to certain basic policies,

1. Commends the Commission on Human Rights for the important work it has thus far accomplished;

2. Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights;

a. To continue to give priority in its work to the completion of a draft International Covenant on Human Rights and measures for its implementation in order that the General Assembly may at its sixth session have before it the revised draft of this Covenant;

b. To take into consideration in its work of revision of the draft Covenant, the views expressed during the discussion of the draft Covenant in this session of the General Assembly and in the eleventh session of the Economic and Social Council; 

c. To study the federal state article and to prepare, for the consideration of the General Assembly at its sixth session, recommendations which will have as their purpose meeting the constitutional problems of federal states;

d. To study the territories articles and to prepare recommendations for consideration by the General Assembly at its sixth session;

e. To proceed with the consideration of additional instruments and measures dealing with economic, social, culturel [sic] and other human rights not included in the International Covenant on Human Rights, taking into account the conventions, other legal instruments, projects and procedures of other organs of the United Nations and of Specialized Agencies in the field of human rights;

f. To take such steps as are necessary to obtain the co-operation of other organs of the United Nations and of Specialized Agencies in the consideration of such rights;

g. To proceed with the consideration of separate protocols for the receipt and examination of petitions from individuals and organizations with respect to alleged violations of the International Covenant on Human Rights; and

h. To report to the thirteenth session of the Economic and Social Council concerning the above matters

3. Requests the Secretary-General to invite Member States to submit their views by 15 February 1951 concerning the draft International Covenant on Human Rights as revised by the Commission on Human Rights at its sixth session, in order that the Commission may have such views before it in its further consideration of the draft Covenant at its seventh session.

Document 3

Yugoslav Amendment (U.N. Doc. A/C.3/L.92) to the 

Joint Draft Resolution Sponsored by Brazil, Turkey,

and the United States (U.N. Doc. A/C.3/L.76)
(1950)
Fifth session

THIRD COMMITTEE

Agenda item 63

Draft First International Covenant on Human Rights 

and Measures of Implementation
Yugoslavia: amendment to the joint draft resolution submitted by

Brazil, Turkey, United States (A/C.3/L.76)

1. Insert after paragraph 2 (a) the following text:
“Considering that the list of rights in the first eighteen articles of the draft covenant on human rights does not contain certain of the most elementary rights;

“Considering that the present wording of the first eighteen articles of the draft covenant on human rights is inadequate to protect the rights to which they refer;

“Decides that the following rights should be added to the list of the rights to be defined in the covenant: 

“(a) The right of universal and equal suffrage,

“(b) The right of every person to participate in the government of the State,

“(c) The right of every member of a minority to make use of its national language and develop its culture, 

“(d) The right of asylum;

“Considers that in drafting the covenant on human rights, account should be taken of the following:

“The principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations should be consistently applied and protected assiduously against the abuse of certain rights.

“Human rights and fundamental freedoms should be based on the general principles of the rights acquired by humanity in its efforts to develop well-being and democratic relations among men.

“Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights:

“(a) To draw up a draft covenant on human rights based on this resolution and in the spirit of the principles therein affirmed;”

2. Delete sub-paragraphs (c) and (d).

3. Replace sub-paragraph (e) by the following text:

“Whereas the Covenant should be drawn up in the spirit and based on the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

“Whereas the Universal Declaration regards man as a person, to whom civic and political freedoms and well as economic, social and cultural rights indubitably belong,

“Whereas the enjoyment of civic and political freedoms and of economic, social and cultural rights are interconnected and interdependent,

“Whereas when deprived of economic, social and cultural rights, man does not represent the human person whom the Universal Declaration regards as the ideal of the free man;

“Decides to include in the Covenant economic, social and cultural rights.” 

Document 4

Text and Voting on the Joint Draft Resolution Sponsored by Brazil, Turkey, and the United States (U.N. Doc. A/C.3/L.76)

including Amendments adopted by the Third Committee

(1950)
Note: Highlighted text represents amendments to the original draft (L.76) that were adopted by the Third Committee.

The General Assembly,

Appreciating the priority which, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 217 (III), the Commission on Human Rights during its 1949 and 1950 sessions gave to the preparation of a draft International Covenant on Human Rights and measures of implementation,

Noting the decision of the Economic and Social Council at its eleventh session to transmit the draft Covenant together with the relevant documentation and records of the discussion in the Council to the General Assembly at its fifth session for consideration with a view to reaching policy decisions on the points listed in Economic and Social Council resolution 303 I (XI),

Considering it essential that the Covenant should include provisions rendering it obligatory for States to promote the implementation of human rights and fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the Covenant and to take the necessary steps, including legislation, to guarantee to everyone the real opportunity of enjoying those rights and freedoms,

Having considered the draft covenant prepared by the Commission on Human Rights, particular with reference to certain basic policies:

A

Commends the Commission on Human Rights for the important work it has so far accomplished;

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to continue to give priority in its work to the completion of the draft Covenant and measures of implementation in order that the General Assembly may at its sixth session have before it the revised draft of this Covenant;
 

B

Considers
(a) That the list of rights in the first eighteen articles of the draft Covenant does not contain certain of the most elementary rights;

(b) That the present wording of some of the first eighteen articles of the draft Covenant should be improved in order to protect more effectively the rights to which they refer;

(c) That in the drafting of the Covenant account should be taken of the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and that these purposes and principles should be consistently applied and assiduously protected;

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to take into consideration in its work of the revision of the draft Covenant:

(i) The views expressed during the discussion of the draft Covenant at the fifth session of the General Assembly and at the eleventh session of the Economic and Social Council, including those relating to articles 13 and 14 of the draft Covenant and, with a view to the addition in the draft Covenant of other rights, those relating to the rights set forth by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in document A/C.3/L.96 and Yugoslavia in document A/C.3/L92;

(ii) The view, expressed during the discussion of the draft Covenant at the fifth session of the General Assembly and at the eleventh session of the Economic and Social Council, that it is desirable to define the rights set forth in the Covenant and the limitations thereto with the greatest possible precision;
 

C

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to study a
 federal State article and to prepare, for the consideration of the General Assembly at its sixth session, recommendations which will have as their purpose the securing of the maximum extension of the Covenant to the constituent unites of federal States,
 and the meeting of the constitutional problems of federal States;

D

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to study ways and means which would ensure the right of peoples and nations to self-determination, and to prepare recommendations for consideration by the General Assembly at its sixth session;

E

Whereas the Covenant should be drawn up in the spirit and based on the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Whereas the Universal Declaration regards man as a person, to whom civic and political freedoms and well as economic, social and cultural rights indubitably belong,

Whereas the enjoyment of civic and political freedoms and of economic, social and cultural rights are interconnected and interdependent,

Whereas when deprived of economic, social and cultural rights, man does not represent the human person whom the Universal Declaration regards as the ideal of the free man;

(a) Decides to include in the Covenant economic, social and cultural rights and an explicit recognition of equality of men and women on related rights, as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations

(b) Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights, in accordance with the spirit of the Universal Declaration to include in the draft Covenant a clear expression of economic, social and cultural rights in a manner which relates them to the civic and political freedoms proclaimed by the draft Covenant;

(c) Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to take such steps as are necessary to obtain the co-operation of other organs of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies in the consideration of such rights;

(d) Requests the Economic and Social Council to consider, at its twelfth session, the methods by which the specialized agencies might co-operate with the Commission on Human Rights with regard to economic, social and cultural rights;

F

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to proceed with the consideration of provisions, to be inserted in the draft Covenant
 or in separate protocols,
 for the receipt and examination of petitions from individuals and organizations with respect to alleged violations of the Covenant
; and to take into consideration in their studies of questions relating to petitions and implementation the proposals presented by Chile (A/C.3/L.81), Ethiopia and France (A/C.3/L.78), Israel (A/C.3/L.91/Rev. 1) and Uruguay (A/C.3/L.93);

G

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to report to the Economic and Social Council at its thirteenth session concerning the above matters;

H

Requests the Secretary-General to invite Member States to submit, by 15 February 1951, their views concerning the draft Covenant as revised by the Commission on Human Rights at its sixth session, in order that the Commission may have such views before it in its further consideration of the draft Covenant at its seventh session.

Note: At the 315th meeting on November 16th, the Third Committee, having voted on L.76 and all the amendments thereto, decided not to vote on the entire draft resolution until a consolidated text had been prepared. This was presented to the Third Committee at their 318th meeting on November 17, 1950. The consolidated draft resolution, A/C.3/L.111, was adopted by the Third Committee in a vote of 29-5-13. 

Document 5

Text of Draft Resolution I, “Draft International Covenant on Human Rights and Measures of Implementation,”

with Proposed Soviet Amendments
(1950)
Note: The resolution as a whole was adopted 38-7-12; votes on individual sections are below. The underlined portions contain the proposed Soviet amendments. Strikeout-text is what would have been removed from the original draft resolution by the Soviet amendments. Proposed Soviet substitutions/additions are underlined.

The General Assembly,

Appreciating the priority which, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 217 (III), the Commission on Human Rights during its 1949 and 1950 sessions gave to the preparation of a draft International Covenant on Human Rights and measures of implementation,

Noting the decision of the Economic and Social Council at its eleventh session to transmit the draft Covenant together with the relevant documentation and records of the discussion in the Council to the General Assembly at its fifth session for consideration with a view to reaching policy decisions on the points listed in Economic and Social Council resolution 303 I (XI).

Considering it essential that the Covenant should include provisions rendering it obligatory for States to promote the implementation of human rights and fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the Covenant and to take the necessary steps, including legislation, to guarantee to everyone the real opportunity of enjoying those rights and freedoms,

Recognizing that the implementation of the provisions of the Covenant on Human Rights falls entirely within the domestic jurisdiction of States,

Having considered the draft covenant prepared by the Commission on Human Rights, particular with reference to certain basic policies:

A

Commends the Commission on Human Rights for the important work it has so far accomplished;

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to continue to give priority in its work to the completion of the draft Covenant and measures of implementation in order that the General Assembly may at its sixth session have before it the revised draft of this Covenant; 

B

Considers
(d) That the list of rights in the first eighteen articles of the draft Covenant does not contain certain of the most elementary rights; That the general character of the first eighteen articles of the draft International Covenant does not correspond with the aims envisaged either in regard to the rights enumerated in those articles or in regard to the guaranteeing of the rights to which they refer; and that the above-mentioned articles omit number of essential provisions concerning human rights and fundamental freedoms; in particular, the right to participate in the administration of the State, the right of peoples and nations to national self-determination, and the right to employment, social security, leisure and education and other rights in the social, economic and cultural fields;

(e) That the present wording of some of the first eighteen articles of the draft Covenant should be improved in order to protect more effectively the rights to which they refer;

(f) That in the drafting of the Covenant account should be taken of the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and that these purposes and principles should be consistently applied and assiduously protected;

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to take into consideration in its work of the revision of the draft Covenant:

(iii) The views expressed during the discussion of the draft Covenant at the fifth session of the General Assembly and at the eleventh session of the Economic and Social Council, including those relating to articles 13 and 14 of the draft Covenant and, with a view to the addition in the draft Covenant of other rights, those relating to the rights set forth by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in document A/C.3/L.96 and Yugoslavia in document A/C.3/L92;

(iv) The view, expressed during the discussion of the draft Covenant at the fifth session of the General Assembly and at the eleventh session of the Economic and Social Council, that it is desirable to define the rights set forth in the Covenant and the limitations thereto with the greatest possible precision; 

C

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to study a federal State article and to prepare, for the consideration of the General Assembly at its sixth session, recommendations which will have as their purpose the securing of the maximum extension of the Covenant to the constituent unites of federal States, and the meeting of the constitutional problems of federal States; Considers that all the provisions of the Covenant on Human Rights must be extended without any exceptions or restrictions to the peoples of federal States;

D

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to study ways and means which would ensure the right of peoples and nations to self-determination, and to prepare recommendations for consideration by the General Assembly at its sixth session;

E

Whereas the Covenant should be drawn up in the spirit and based on the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Whereas the Universal Declaration regards man as a person, to whom civic and political freedoms and well as economic, social and cultural rights indubitably belong,

Whereas the enjoyment of civic and political freedoms and of economic, social and cultural rights are interconnected and interdependent,

Whereas when deprived of economic, social and cultural rights, man does not represent the human person whom the Universal Declaration regards as the ideal of the free man;

(e) Decides to include in the Covenant economic, social and cultural rights and an explicit recognition of equality of men and women on related rights, as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, and, in particular, to include in the Covenant the following principles:

1. Every citizen, irrespective of race, color, nationality, social position, property status, social origin, language, religion or sex, shall be guaranteed by the State and opportunity to take part in the government of the State, to elect and be elected to all organs of authority on the basis of universal, equal and direct suffrage with secret ballot, and to occupy any State or public office. Property, educational or other qualifications restricting the participation of citizens in voting at elections to representative organs shall be abolished.

2. Every people and every nation shall have the right to national self-determination. States which have responsibilities for the administration of Non-Self-Governing Territories shall promote the fulfillment of this right, guided by the aims and principles of the United Nations in relation to the peoples of such territories. The State shall ensure to national minorities the right to use their native tongue and to possess their national schools, libraries, museums and other cultural and educational institutions.

3. The State shall ensure the development of science and education in the interests of progress and democracy and in the interests of ensuring international peace and co-operation.

4. Access to education shall be open to all without distinction of race, sex, language, economic situation or social origin and this right shall be ensured by the State by the provisions of free elementary education, a system of scholarships and the requisite system of schools.

5. It is the duty of the State to guarantee to everyone the right to work and to choose his occupation in such a manner at to create conditions which will exclude the threat of death from hunger and from exhaustion.

6. The right to rest and leisure shall be guaranteed by the State to everyone employed by enterprises and institutions, either by law or on the basis of collective agreements providing, in particular, for a reasonable limitation of working hours and for periodic holidays with pay.

7. Social security and social insurance for workers and employees shall be effected at the expense of the State or at the expense of the employers in accordance with the laws of each country.

8. The State shall take all necessary measures, legislative measures in particular, to ensure decent living accommodation to every person.

9. In the interests of democracy, everyone must be guaranteed by law the right to the free expression of opinion; in particular, to freedom of speech, of the Press and of artistic expression, under conditions ensuring that freedom of speech and of the Press are not exploited for war propaganda, for the incitement of hatred among the peoples, for racial discrimination and for the dissemination of slanderous rumors.

10. Any form of propaganda on behalf of fascist or nazi views, or of national exclusiveness, hared and contempt, must be prohibited by law.

11. Women shall enjoy in their work rights and privileges which shall not be less than those enjoyed by men and they shall receive equal pay with men for equal work.

12. In the interests of democracy, the right to organize assemblies, meetings, street processions and demonstrations and to organize voluntary societies and unions must be guaranteed by law. All societies, unions and organizations of a fascist or anti-democratic nature, and any form of activity by such societies, must be prohibited by law, subject to penalty.

13. Trade union rights: (a) The implementation of trade-union rights, which are inviolable and essential for improving the life and economic welfare of workers, shall be guaranteed to all hired workers without distinction as to nationality, race, religion, sex, occupation, political or philosophical views. (b) All regulations of whatever kind directed against trade-union rights and the rights of hired workers and employees to join trade unions must be prohibited. (c) Trade-union organizations shall have the right freely to elect all their representatives, to make their own administrative arrangements and democratically to fulfill their functions and tasks in the interests of their members, and shall be protected against any interference on the part of public authorities or officials. Public authorities or officials may not attempt to exert pressure of any kind whatsoever, whether directly or indirectly, upon trade-unions and their members. Public authorities or officials shall be required to abstain from founding, financing, or interfering in the direction of trade-union organizations. (d) The right to strike shall be guaranteed. (e) Legislative measures shall be adopted to enable trade-union organizations to participate in the determination of economic and social policy in undertakings and on the local, regional and national levels. (f) Trade-union organizations shall have the right to amalgamate on a trade, inter-union, local, regional and national basis and to affiliate to international trade-union organizations. (g) No one may prevent an international trade-union organization from fulfilling its functions and communicating with the organizations affiliated to it.

(f) Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights, in accordance with the spirit of the Universal Declaration to include in the draft Covenant a clear expression of economic, social and cultural rights in a manner which relates them to the civic and political freedoms proclaimed by the draft Covenant, and also to include in the Covenant the rights enumerated in detail in the preceding sub-paragraph;

(g) Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to take such steps as are necessary to obtain the co-operation of other organs of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies in the consideration of such rights;

(h) Requests the Economic and Social Council to consider, at its twelfth session, the methods by which the specialized agencies might co-operate with the Commission on Human Rights with regard to economic, social and cultural rights;

F

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to proceed with the consideration of provisions, to be inserted in the draft Covenant or in separate protocols, for the receipt and examination of petitions from individuals and organizations with respect to alleged violations of the Covenant; and to take into consideration in their studies of questions relating to petitions and implantation the proposals presented by Chile (A/C.3/L.81), Ethiopia and France (A/C.3/L.78), Israel (A/C.3/L.91/Rev. 1) and Uruguay (A/C.3/L.93); Considers that articles 19 to 41 of the draft Covenant should be deleted, since their inclusion would constitute an attempt at intervention in the domestic affairs of States and an encroachment on their sovereignty.

G

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to report to the Economic and Social Council at its thirteenth session concerning the above matters;

H

Requests the Secretary-General to invite Member States to submit, by 15 February 1951, their views concerning the draft Covenant as revised by the Commission on Human Rights at its sixth session, in order that the Commission may have such views before it in its further consideration of the draft Covenant at its seventh session.

Document 6

Annotated Articles on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Drafted by the Commission on Human Rights 
During its Seventh Session

(1951)
PART III

Article 19

The States Parties to the present Covenant,

Bearing in mind the link between the rights and liberties recognized and defined above, and the economic, social and cultural rights proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

Resolved to combat the scourges, such as famine, disease, poverty, the feeling of insecurity and ignorance, which take toll of or degrade men, and prevent the free development of their personality;

Resolved to strive to ensure that every human being shall obtain the food, clothing, shelter essential for his livelihood and well-being, and shall achieve an adequate standard of living and a continuous improvement of his material and spiritual living conditions;

Undertake to take steps, individually and through international co-operation, to the maximum of their available resources with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in this Part of the present Covenant.

Article 20

Work being the basis of all human endeavour, the States Parties to the Covenant recognize the right to work, that is to say, the fundamental right of everyone to the opportunity, if he so desires, to gain his living by work which he freely accepts.

Article 21

The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to just and favorable conditions of work, including:

(a) Safe and healthy working conditions;

(b) Minimum remuneration which provides all workers:

(i) With fair wages and equal pay for equal work, and

(ii) A decent living for themselves and their families; and

(c) Reasonable limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with pay.

Article 22

The States Parties to the Covenant recognize the right of everyone to social security.

Article 23

The States Parties to the Covenant recognize the right of everyone to adequate housing.

Article 24

The States Parties to the Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living and the continuous improvement of living conditions.

Article 25

The States Parties to the Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest standard of health obtainable. With a view to implementing and safeguarding this right each State Party hereto undertakes to provide legislative measures to promote and protect health and, in particular:

(a) To reduce infant mortality and provide for healthy development of the child;

(b) To improve nutrition, housing, sanitation, recreation, economic and working conditions and other aspects of environmental hygiene; 

(c) To control epidemic, endemic, and other diseases; 

(d) To provide conditions which would assure the right of all to medical service and medical attention in the event of sickness.

Article 26

The States Parties to the Covenant recognize that:

1. Special protection should be accorded to maternity and motherhood; and 

2. Special measures of protection should be taken on behalf of children and young persons, and that in particular they should not be required to do work likely to hamper their normal development.

Article 27

The States Parties to the Covenant recognize the right of everyone, in conformity with Article 16,
 to form and join local, national and international trade unions of his choice for the protection of his economic and social interests.

Article 28

The States Parties to the Covenant recognize:

1. The right of everyone to education; 

2. That educational facilities shall be accessible to all in accordance with the principle of non-discrimination enunciated in paragraph I of Article 1 of the Covenant; 

3. That primary education shall be compulsory and available free to all;

4. That secondary education, in its different forms, including technical and professional secondary education, shall be generally available and shall be made progressively free;

5. That higher education shall be equally accessible to all of the basis of merit and shall be made progressively free;

6. That fundamental education for those personal who have not received or completed the whole period of their primary education shall be encouraged as far as possible;

7. That education shall encourage the full development of the human personality, the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms and the suppression of all incitement to racial and other hatred. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial, ethnic or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace and enable all persons to participate effectively in a free society;

8. The obligations of States to establish a system of free and compulsory primary education shall not be deemed incompatible with the liberty of parents to choose for their children schools other that those established by the State which conform to minimum standards laid down by the State;

9. In the exercise of any functions which the State assumes in the field of education it shall have respect for the liberty of parents to ensure the religious education of their children in conformity with their own convictions.

Article 29

Each States Parties to the Covenant which, at the time of becoming a party to this Covenant, has not been able to secure in its metropolitan territory or other territories under its jurisdiction compulsory primary education, free of charge, undertakes, within two years, to work out and adopt a detailed plan of action for the progressive implementation, within a reasonable number of years, to be fixed in the plan, of the principle of compulsory primary education free of charge for all.

Article 30

1. The States Parties to the Covenant undertake to encourage by all appropriate means the conservation, the development and the diffusion of science and culture.

2. They recognize that it is one of their principal aims to ensure conditions which will permit everyone:

(a) To take part in cultural life;

(b) To enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications.

Article 31

The States Parties to the Covenant recognize the equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of all economic, social and cultural rights, and particularly of those set forth in this Covenant.

Article 32

The States Parties to the Covenant recognize that in the enjoyment of those rights provided by the State in conformity of this Part of the Covenant, the State may subject such rights only to such limitations as are determined by law only in so far as this may be compatible with the nature of these rights and solely for the purpose of promoting the general welfare in a democratic society.

Document 7

Economic and Social Council Resolution 384 (XIII)
(1951)
Report of the Commission on Human Rights (Seventh Session)

Adopted: August 29, 1951

The Economic and Social Council
A

1. Takes note of the report of the Commission on Human Rights (seventh session);

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Commission for its efforts to formulate basic economic, social and cultural rights and measures relating to their implementation;

3. Notes that lack of time prevented the Commission from undertaking certain of the tasks assigned to it under Council resolution 349 (XII), in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 421 (V) and 422 (V);

4. Requests that the Commission on Human Rights, at its next session, to proceed with these tasks, in particular the revision of the first eighteen articles of the draft Covenant and the preparation of recommendations aimed at securing the maximum extension of the Covenant to the constituent units of federal States and at meeting the constitutional problems of those States;

B

Considering the progress made in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 421 (V),

Considering that, though more work will be required before a Covenant on Human Rights is ready for adoption, a stage has been reached where it would be desirable for governments not represented on the Commission on Human Rights or on the Council to be given an opportunity to express their views on the work done by the Commission, and in particular to its proposals relating to implementation; to this end

Transmits to the General Assembly for its consideration the report of the Commission on Human Rights (seventh session), the records of the discussions thereon in the Council at its thirteenth session and the observations of specialized agencies and of governments;

C

Having noted General Assembly resolution 421 (V) calling upon the Council to request the Commission on Human Rights to include in the draft Covenant a clear expression of economic, social and cultural rights in a manner which relates them to the civil and political freedoms proclaimed by the previous draft of the Covenant,

Noting that the revised draft Covenant, prepared by the Commission on Human Rights at its seventh session in response to this request, contains provisions relating, inter alia, to such rights,

Considering that these provisions provide for two different methods of implementation, without indicating which method or methods are to apply:

(a) To political and civic rights,

(b) To economic, social and cultural rights,

Conscious of the difficulties which may flow from embodying in one Covenant two different kinds of rights and obligations,

Aware of the importance of formulating, in the spirit of the Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and General Assembly resolution 421 (V), economic, social and cultural rights in the manner most likely to assure their effective implementation,

Invites the General Assembly to reconsider its decision in resolution 421 (V) to include in one Covenant articles on economic, social and cultural rights, together with articles on civic and political rights. 

Document 8

Draft Joint Resolution Sponsored by Chile, Egypt,
Pakistan, and Yugoslavia (U.N. Doc. A/C.3/L.182)
(1951)
Sixth session

Third Committee

Item 29

Draft International Covenant on Human Rights and Measures of Implementation

Chile, Egypt, Pakistan, and Yugoslavia: joint draft resolution
Draft International Covenant on Human Rights

Whereas the Economic and Social Council requested, by its decision of 9 August 1950
 the General Assembly to make a policy decision concerning the inclusion of economic, social and cultural rights in the Covenant on Human Rights,

Whereas the General Assembly affirmed, in its decision contained in resolution 421 E (V), that “the enjoyment of civic and political freedoms and of economic, social and cultural rights are interconnected and interdependent” and the “when deprived of economic, social and cultural rights, man does not represent the human person whom the Universal Declaration regards as the ideal of the free man,”

Whereas the General Assembly, in the aforementioned resolution, after a thorough and all-round discussion, confirmed the principle that economic, social and cultural rights should be included in the Covenant on Human Rights,

The General Assembly, 

Having in mind resolution 384 (XIII) of the Economic and Social Council of 8 August 1951, but taking into account the fact that the Commission on Human Rights, at is seventh session, with the co-operation of the International Labour Organization, the Educational, Social and Cultural Organization and the World Health Organization, had already elaborated the first draft of economic, social and cultural rights in fourteen articles,

Reaffirms its decision recorded in resolution 421 E (V) that economic, social and cultural rights should be included in the Covenant on Human Rights.

Document 9

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 543 (VI)
(1952)
Preparation of two Draft Covenants on Human Rights

Whereas the Economic and Social Council, by resolution 303 (XI) of 9 August 1950, requested the General Assembly to make a policy decision concerning the inclusion of economic, social and cultural rights in the Covenant on Human Rights,

Whereas the General Assembly affirmed, in its resolution 421 E (V) of 4 December 1950, that “the enjoyment of civic and political freedoms and of economic, social and cultural rights are interconnected and interdependent” and the “when deprived of economic, social and cultural rights, man does not represent the human person whom the Universal Declaration regards as the ideal of the free man”,

Whereas the General Assembly, after a thorough and all-round discussion, confirmed in the aforementioned resolution the principle that economic, social and cultural rights should be included in the Covenant on Human Rights,

Whereas the General Assembly, at the request of the Economic and Social Council in resolution 384 (XIII) of 29 August 1951, reconsidered this matter at its sixth session, 

The General Assembly

1. Requests the Economic and Social Council to ask the Commission on Human Rights to draft two covenants on human rights, to be submitted simultaneously for the consideration of the General Assembly at its seventh session, one to contain civil and political rights and the other to contain economic, social and cultural rights, in order that the General Assembly may approve the two covenants simultaneously and open them at the same time for signature, the two covenants to contain, in order to emphasize the unity of the aim in view and to ensure respect for an observance of human rights, as many similar provisions as possible, particularly in so far as the reports to be submitted by States on the implementation of those rights are concerned; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to ask Member States and appropriate specialized agencies to submit drafts or memoranda containing their views on the form and contents of the proposed Covenant on economic, social and cultural rights, together with their observations thereon, to read the Secretary-General before 1 March 1952, for the information and guidance of the Commission on Human Rights at its forthcoming session.

375th plenary meeting,

5 February 1952
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Resolution XVII, “Economic Development and Human Rights,” adopted by the International Conference on Human Rights (Teheran)
(1968)
(Adopted on the report of the Second Committee)

The International Conference on Human Rights,

Believing that the enjoyment of economic and social rights is inherently linked with any meaningful enjoyment of civil and political rights and that there is a profound inter-connexion between the realization of human rights and economic development,

Noting that the vast majority of mankind continues to live in poverty, suffer for squalor, disease and illiteracy and thus leads a sub-human existence, constituting in itself a denial of human dignity,

Noting with deep concern the ever widening gap between the standards of living in the economically developed and developing countries,

Recognizing that the universal enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms would remain a pious hope unless the international community succeeds in narrowing this gap,

Considering the close relationship between the terms of international trade and other economic, fiscal and monetary measures, national and international, on the one hand, and the possibility of narrowing this gap by rapid economic development, on the other,

Believing that such a situation is not conducive to international peace and understanding,

Recognizing the collective responsibility of the international community to ensure the attainment of the minimum standard of living necessary for the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons throughout the world,

Taking note of the study prepared by Mr. Jose Figueres entitled “Some Economic Foundations of Human Rights” (A/CONF.32/L.2),

Noting also the efforts made by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development drawing the attention of all the members of the international community to the need for a readjustment of the economic and financial policies to meet their international obligations under Articles 55 and 56 of the United Nations Charter,

1. Invites all members of the international community to comply with their Charter obligations by regarding implementation of the Charter provisions on human rights and fundamental freedoms not only as a matter of national obligation but also as a matter of international obligation;

2. Calls upon all the economically developed countries to adjust their economic and financial relations with other countries in a manner which would facilitate transfer of adequate development resources and technology to the developing countries;

3. Calls upon all the economically developed countries to make at least one per cent of their Gross National Product available as international aid on equitable terms which do not entail additional burdens for the emerging national economies;

4. Calls upon the developing States to continue to make every effort to raise the standard of living of their people through effective use of all available resources and to reduce economic disparities within their jurisdiction;

5. Calls upon all members of the international community to assume their full responsibility in the field of economic and social development and to take immediate effective action with a view to establishing economic and social justice;

6. Calls urgently for the preparation of a global strategy of development by the United Nations;

7. Calls upon competent organs of the United Nations to give high priority to assistance programmes having a direct bearing on a universal realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms;

8. Requests the United Nations General Assembly to invite the Secretary-General to transmit this resolution to States Members of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies and to the specialized agencies and other United Nations bodies concerned. 

25th plenary meeting

12 May 1968
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Resolution XXI, “Realization of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,” Adopted by the International Conference 

on Human Rights (Teheran)

(1968)
(Adopted on the report of the Second Committee)

The International Conference on Human Rights,

Bearing in mind the United Nations Charter

Considering General Assembly resolution 421 E (V), which states that “when deprived of economic, social and cultural rights, man does not represent the human person whom the Universal Declaration regards as the ideal of man”,

Noting that in the modern world the enjoyment of civil and political rights and freedoms also requires the realization of economic, social and cultural rights and that these human rights and fundamental freedoms and closely interconnected and interdependent,

Noting also General Assembly resolution 2200 (XXI) on the adoption of the International Covenants on Economic, Social and Cultural rights, and on Civil and Political Rights,

Considering the recommendation of the Kabul and Dakar seminars on human rights in developing countries and the Warsaw Seminar on the Realization of Economic and Social Rights contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, held in August 1967,

Noting the close relationship between public administration, the participation of citizens in the decision making, planning or programming process and the fulfillment of economic and social rights,

Recognizing the efforts made by different States to speed up the realization of economic, social and cultural rights and the trend towards incorporating these rights in national constitutions and providing means of defence against violations of these rights,

Convinced of the need for further measures to attain the full realization of economic and social rights mentioned in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,

1. Calls upon all States to sign and ratify, within the shortest possible time, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to that Covenant;

2. Considers that the problems of economic, social and cultural rights should receive due and increasing attention in the activities of the United Nations and the specialized agencies in the general context of measures in the field of human rights and fundamental freedoms in view of the increasing importance of realizing these rights in the modern world;  

3. Suggests that the United Nations should intensify the co-ordinating function of its own bodies and of the specialized agencies in the field of formulation and study of the problems of economic, social and cultural rights,

4. Welcomes the action of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights at its twenty-fourth session in studying the realization of economic and social rights provided for in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (resolution 11 (XXIV) of 6 March 1968),

5. Requests the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council, the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, the Commission on the Status of Women and the Commission for Social Development and the United Nations specialized agencies to consider, as soon as possible, the question of intensifying their activities for promoting the respect for and the development of economic, social and cultural rights;

6. Calls upon governments to focus their attention on developing the material means of protecting, promoting and realizing economic, social and cultural rights, as well as on developing and perfecting legal procedures for prevention of violations and defence of these rights;

7. Requests governments, in order to further the realization of economic and social rights, to ensure the informed participation of all citizens in the decision making process affecting national development;

8. Calls upon the United Nations to take measures within the framework of the programme of advisory services in the field of human rights so that States could share their experiences on effective methods and means adopted for the realization of economic, social and cultural rights.

25th plenary meeting

12 May 1968
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Annotated Proclamation of Teheran
(1968)
The International Conference on Human Rights,
Having met at Teheran from April 22 to May 13, 1968 to review the progress made in the twenty years since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to formulate a programme for the future,
 

Having considered the problems relating to the activities of the United Nations for the promotion and encouragement of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Bearing in mind the resolutions adopted by the Conference, 

Noting that the observance of the International Year for Human Rights takes place at a time when the world is undergoing a process of unprecedented change, 

Having regard to the new opportunities made available by the rapid progress of science and technology, 

Believing that, in an age when conflict and violence prevail in many parts of the world, the fact of human interdependence and the need for human solidarity are more evident than ever before, 

Recognizing that peace is the universal aspiration of mankind and that peace and justice are indispensable to the full realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Solemnly proclaims that: 

1. It is imperative that the members of the international community fulfil their solemn obligations to promote and encourage respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinctions of any kind such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinions; 

2. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states a common understanding of the peoples of the world concerning the inalienable and inviolable rights of all members of the human family and constitutes an obligation for the members of the international community; 

3. The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination as well as other conventions and declarations in the field of human rights adopted under the auspices of the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the regional intergovernmental organizations, have created new standards and obligations to which States should conform; 

4. Since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights the United Nations has made substantial progress in defining standards for the enjoyment and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms. During this period many important international instruments were adopted but much remains to be done in regard to the implementation of those rights and freedoms;
 

5. The primary aim of the United Nations in the sphere of human rights is the achievement by each individual of the maximum freedom and dignity.
 For the realization of this objective, the laws of every country should grant each individual, irrespective of race, language, religion or political belief, freedom of expression, of information, of conscience and of religion, as well as the right to participate in the political, economic, cultural and social life of his country;
 

6. States should reaffirm their determination effectively to enforce the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and in other international instruments that concern human rights and fundamental freedoms;
 

7. Gross denials of human rights under the repugnant policy of apartheid is a matter of the gravest concern to the international community. This policy of apartheid, condemned as a crime against humanity, continues seriously to disturb international peace and security. It is therefore imperative for the international community to use every possible means to eradicate this evil. The struggle against apartheid is recognized as legitimate; 

8. The peoples of the world must be made fully aware of the evils of racial discrimination and must join in combating them. The implementation of this principle of non-discrimination, embodied in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and other international instruments in the field of human rights, constitutes a most urgent task of mankind at the international as well as at the national level. All ideologies based on racial superiority and intolerance must be condemned and resisted; 

9. Eight years after the General Assembly's Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples the problems of colonialism continue to preoccupy the international community. It is a matter of urgency that all Member States should co-operate with the appropriate organs of the United Nations so that effective measures can be taken to ensure that the Declaration is fully implemented;
 

10. Massive denials of human rights, arising out of aggression or any armed conflict with their tragic consequences, and resulting in untold human misery, engender reactions which could engulf the world in ever growing hostilities. It is the obligation of the international community to co-operate in eradicating such scourges;
 

11. Gross denials of human rights arising from discrimination on grounds of race, religion, belief or expressions of opinion outrage the conscience of mankind and endanger the foundations of freedom, justice and peace in the world;
 

12. The widening gap between the economically developed and developing countries impedes the realization of human rights in the international community. The failure of the Development Decade to reach its modest objectives makes it all the more imperative for every nation, according to its capacities, to make the maximum possible effort to close this gap; 

13. Since human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible, the full realization of civil and political rights without the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights is impossible.
 The achievement of lasting progress in the implementation of human rights is dependent upon sound and effective national and international policies of economic and social development;
 

14. The existence of over seven hundred million illiterates throughout the world is an enormous obstacle to all efforts at realizing the aims and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations and the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. International action aimed at eradicating illiteracy from the face of the earth and promoting education at all levels requires urgent attention; 

15. The discrimination of which women are still victims in various regions of the world must be eliminated. An inferior status for women is contrary to the Charter of the United Nations as well as the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The full implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women is a necessity for the progress of mankind; 

16. The protection of the family and of the child remains the concern of the international community. Parents have a basic human right to determine freely and responsibly the number and the spacing of their children; 

17. The aspirations of the younger generation for a better world, in which human rights and fundamental freedoms are fully implemented, must be given the highest encouragement. It is imperative that youth participate in shaping the future of mankind; 

18. While recent scientific discoveries and technological advances have opened vast prospects for economic, social and cultural progress, such developments may nevertheless endanger the rights and freedoms of individuals and will require continuing attention;
 

19. Disarmament would release immense human and material resources now devoted to military purposes. These resources should be used for the promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms. General and complete disarmament is one of the highest aspirations of all peoples; 

Therefore,

The International Conference on Human Rights,

1. Affirming its faith in the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international instruments in this field, 

2. Urges all peoples and governments to dedicate themselves to the principles enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to redouble their efforts to provide for all human beings a life consonant with freedom and dignity and conducive to physical, mental, social and spiritual welfare.

Document 13

Drafting History of General Assembly Resolution 32/130
(1977) 

Note: The text here is of the original draft, A/C.3/32/L.17, sponsored by Argentina, Cuba, Egypt, India, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mali, Pakistan, Peru, the Philippines, Senegal, the United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen, Yugoslavia, and Zambia; subsequently joined by Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Burundi, the Comoros, Ethiopia, Kenya, Papua New Guinea, the Syrian Arab Republic, and Vietnam. Senegal later withdrew as a sponsor.

Strikeouts (removed text) and underlines (added text) were suggestions made in the Third Committee. Those that were accepted and became part of the final resolution are footnoted “A/C.3/32/L.17/Rev.1”

U.N. Doc. A/C.3/32/L.17

The General Assembly,

Convinced that the observance by obligation of
 all States of the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter is fundamental for the promotion and respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms and for the realization of the full dignity and worth of the human person,

Conscious that it is the duty of all Member States to achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,

Convinced that such cooperation should be based on a profound understanding of the variety of problems existing in different societies and on the full respect for their economic, social and cultural realities,

Bearing in mind the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Acknowledging the progress achieved by the international community in the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, particularly, with respect to the standard-setting work within the United Nations system,

Noting with satisfaction the entry into force of the International Covenants on Human Rights and of a large number of other important international instruments in the field of human rights,

Considering that the acceptance by Member States of the obligations contained in said those
 instruments is an important element for the universal realization and respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the ideal of free human beings enjoying freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his economic, social and cultural rights, as well as his civil and political rights,

Profoundly convinced that all human rights and fundamental freedoms are interrelated and indivisible,

Recognizing that the persistence of apartheid, and all forms of racial discrimination, colonialism, foreign domination and occupation, aggression and threats against national sovereignty, national unity and territorial integrity, as well as the refusal to recognize the fundamental rights of all peoples to self-determination, and of every nation to exercise full sovereignty over its national wealth and resources constitute situations which in themselves are and generate mass and flagrant violations of all human rights and fundamental freedoms of peoples as well as of individuals,

Deeply concerned at the continuing existence of an unjust international economic order which constitutes a major obstacle to the full
 realization of the economic, social and cultural rights in developing countries,

Considering that the approach to the future work within the United Nations system in the field of human rights should take into due account the experiences and the general situation of, as well as the efforts made by, the developing countries to implement human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Considering that the thirtieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights should be marked by an over-all analysis of existing problems in the field of human rights and by increased efforts in finding appropriate solutions for the effective promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms of individuals
 taking into account the experiences and contributions of both developed and developing countries,

Having considered the reports by the Secretary-General on this item,

1. Decides that the approach to the future work within the United Nations system with respect to human rights questions should take into account the following concepts:

a. All human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible and interdependent; equal attention and urgent consideration should be given to the implementation, promotion and protection of both civil and political, as well as and economic, social and cultural rights for all, without distinction as to race, colour, language or religion;

b. The full realization of civil and political rights without the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights is impossible; the achievement of lasting progress in the implementation of human rights is dependent upon sound and effective national and international policies of economic and social development,
 as recognized by the Proclamation of Teheran (1968);

c. All human rights and fundamental freedoms of the human person and of peoples are inalienable;

d. Consequently, human rights questions should be examined globally, taking into account both the over-all context of the various realities in which they present themselves, as well as the need for the promotion of the full dignity of the human person and the development and well-being
 of the society;

e. In this revaluation of the approach to In approaching human rights questions within the United Nations system, the international community should accord, or continue to accord, priority to the search of solutions to the mass and flagrant violations of human rights of peoples and persons affected by situations such as those resulting from, such as those resulting from the persistence of apartheid, from and all forms of racial discrimination, from colonialism, from foreign domination and occupation, from aggression and threats against national sovereignty, national unity and territorial integrity as well as the refusal to recognize the fundamental rights of all peoples to self-determination, and of every nation to exercise full sovereignty over its national wealth and resources;

f. The implementation of the New International Economic Order is an essential element for the effective promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms and should be accorded priority; Although every government has the primary role in and the ultimate responsibility for ensuring the social process and well-being of its people, the implementation of the new international economic order is likely to facilitate the effective promotion of the rights of individuals, particular their economic, social and cultural rights, and should be accorded priority;

g. It is of paramount importance for the promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms the protection and promotion of human rights for all, without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion
 that Member States undertake specific obligations through accession to or ratification of international instruments in this field. Consequently, the standard-setting work within the United Nations system in the field of human rights and the universal acceptance and implementation of the relevant international instruments should be encouraged;

h. The experience and contribution of both developed and developing countries should be taken into account by all organs of the United Nations system in their work related to human rights and fundamental freedoms…
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United Nations Declaration on the Right to Development,

Adopted by General Assembly Resolution 41/128
(1986)
The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations relating to the achievement of international co-operation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian nature, and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion, 

Recognizing that development is a comprehensive economic, social, cultural and political process, which aims at the constant improvement of the well-being of the entire population and of all individuals on the basis of their active, free and meaningful participation in development and in the fair distribution of benefits resulting therefrom, 

Considering that under the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms set forth in that Declaration can be fully realized, 

Recalling the provisions of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 

Recalling further the relevant agreements, conventions, resolutions, recommendations and other instruments of the United Nations and its specialized agencies concerning the integral development of the human being, economic and social progress and development of all peoples, including those instruments concerning decolonization, the prevention of discrimination, respect for and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms, the maintenance of international peace and security and the further promotion of friendly relations and co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter, 

Recalling the right of peoples to self-determination, by virtue of which they have the right freely to determine their political status and to pursue their economic, social and cultural development, 

Recalling also the right of peoples to exercise, subject to the relevant provisions of both International Covenants on Human Rights, full and complete sovereignty over all their natural wealth and resources, 

Mindful of the obligation of States under the Charter to promote universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction of any kind such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status, 

Considering that the elimination of the massive and flagrant violations of the human rights of the peoples and individuals affected by situations such as those resulting from colonialism, neo-colonialism, apartheid, all forms of racism and racial discrimination, foreign domination and occupation, aggression and threats against national sovereignty, national unity and territorial integrity and threats of war would contribute to the establishment of circumstances propitious to the development of a great part of mankind, 

Concerned at the existence of serious obstacles to development, as well as to the complete fulfilment of human beings and of peoples, constituted, inter alia, by the denial of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, and considering that all human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible and interdependent and that, in order to promote development, equal attention and urgent consideration should be given to the implementation, promotion and protection of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights and that, accordingly, the promotion of, respect for and enjoyment of certain human rights and fundamental freedoms cannot justify the denial of other human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Considering that international peace and security are essential elements for the realization of the right to development, 

Reaffirming that there is a close relationship between disarmament and development and that progress in the field of disarmament would considerably promote progress in the field of development and that resources released through disarmament measures should be devoted to the economic and social development and well-being of all peoples and, in particular, those of the developing countries, 

Recognizing that the human person is the central subject of the development process and that development policy should therefore make the human being the main participant and beneficiary of development, 

Recognizing that the creation of conditions favourable to the development of peoples and individuals is the primary responsibility of their States, 

Aware that efforts at the international level to promote and protect human rights should be accompanied by efforts to establish a new international economic order, 

Confirming that the right to development is an inalienable human right and that equality of opportunity for development is a prerogative both of nations and of individuals who make up nations, 

Proclaims the following Declaration on the Right to Development: 

Article 1 

1. The right to development is an inalienable human right by virtue of which every human person and all peoples are entitled to participate in, contribute to, and enjoy economic, social, cultural and political development, in which all human rights and fundamental freedoms can be fully realized. 

2. The human right to development also implies the full realization of the right of peoples to self-determination, which includes, subject to the relevant provisions of both International Covenants on Human Rights, the exercise of their inalienable right to full sovereignty over all their natural wealth and resources. 

Article 2 

1. The human person is the central subject of development and should be the active participant and beneficiary of the right to development. 

2. All human beings have a responsibility for development, individually and collectively, taking into account the need for full respect for their human rights and fundamental freedoms as well as their duties to the community, which alone can ensure the free and complete fulfilment of the human being, and they should therefore promote and protect an appropriate political, social and economic order for development. 

3. States have the right and the duty to formulate appropriate national development policies that aim at the constant improvement of the well-being of the entire population and of all individuals, on the basis of their active, free and meaningful participation in development and in the fair distribution of the benefits resulting therefrom. 

Article 3 

1. States have the primary responsibility for the creation of national and international conditions favourable to the realization of the right to development. 

2. The realization of the right to development requires full respect for the principles of international law concerning friendly relations and co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations. 

3. States have the duty to co-operate with each other in ensuring development and eliminating obstacles to development. States should realize their rights and fulfil their duties in such a manner as to promote a new international economic order based on sovereign equality, interdependence, mutual interest and co-operation among all States, as well as to encourage the observance and realization of human rights. 

Article 4 

1. States have the duty to take steps, individually and collectively, to formulate international development policies with a view to facilitating the full realization of the right to development. 

2. Sustained action is required to promote more rapid development of developing countries. As a complement to the efforts of developing countries, effective international co-operation is essential in providing these countries with appropriate means and facilities to foster their comprehensive development. 

Article 5 

States shall take resolute steps to eliminate the massive and flagrant violations of the human rights of peoples and human beings affected by situations such as those resulting from apartheid, all forms of racism and racial discrimination, colonialism, foreign domination and occupation, aggression, foreign interference and threats against national sovereignty, national unity and territorial integrity, threats of war and refusal to recognize the fundamental right of peoples to self-determination. 

Article 6 

1. All States should co-operate with a view to promoting, encouraging and strengthening universal respect for and observance of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without any distinction as to race, sex, language or religion. 

2. All human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible and interdependent; equal attention and urgent consideration should be given to the implementation, promotion and protection of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. 

3. States should take steps to eliminate obstacles to development resulting from failure to observe civil and political rights, as well as economic social and cultural rights. 

Article 7 

All States should promote the establishment, maintenance and strengthening of international peace and security and, to that end, should do their utmost to achieve general and complete disarmament under effective international control, as well as to ensure that the resources released by effective disarmament measures are used for comprehensive development, in particular that of the developing countries. 

Article 8 

1. States should undertake, at the national level, all necessary measures for the realization of the right to development and shall ensure, inter alia, equality of opportunity for all in their access to basic resources, education, health services, food, housing, employment and the fair distribution of income. Effective measures should be undertaken to ensure that women have an active role in the development process. Appropriate economic and social reforms should be carried out with a view to eradicating all social injustices. 

2. States should encourage popular participation in all spheres as an important factor in development and in the full realization of all human rights. 

Article 9 

1. All the aspects of the right to development set forth in the present Declaration are indivisible and interdependent and each of them should be considered in the context of the whole. 

2. Nothing in the present Declaration shall be construed as being contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations, or as implying that any State, group or person has a right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the violation of the rights set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in the International Covenants on Human Rights. 

Article 10 

Steps should be taken to ensure the full exercise and progressive enhancement of the right to development, including the formulation, adoption and implementation of policy, legislative and other measures at the national and international levels.

Document 15

Evolution of “Alternative Approaches” Boilerplate Provisions
(1989-1994)
Note: the original text is from General Assembly resolution 44/63 (1989). I did not include references to the outcome of meetings or conferences, e.g., statements of heads of state, or references to other resolutions unless their content is specified. Strikeout text was deleted from original of 44/63; underlined texts were subsequent additions in the correct approximate locations within the whole.

Alternative approaches and ways and means within the United Nations system for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms

The General Assembly,

Recalling that in the Charter of the United Nations the peoples of the United Nations declared their determination to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small and to employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social advancement of all peoples,

Recalling also the purposes and principles of the Charter to achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character, and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,

Emphasizing the significance and validity of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and of the International Covenants on Human Rights in promoting respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Recalling its resolution 32/130 of 16 December 1977, in which it decided that the approach to future work within the United Nations system with respect to human rights questions should take into account the concepts set forth in that resolution,

Noting with concern that many of the principles enunciated therein (in 32/130) have not yet been taken under consideration by the international community with all the necessary dynamism and objectivity;

Emphasizing the special importance of the purposes and principles proclaimed in the Declaration on the Right to Development, contained in the annex to its resolution 41/128 of 4 December 1986;

Reaffirming that the implementation of the right to development is an indispensable element in the process of creating the appropriate conditions for the enjoyment and preservation of all human rights and fundamental liberties;
 

Reiterating that the right to development is an inalienable human right and that equality of development opportunities is a prerogative both of nations and of individuals within nations,

Expressing its particular concern about the progressive worsening of living conditions in the developing world and the negative impact thereof on the full enjoyment of human rights, and especially about the very serious economic situation of the African continent and the disastrous effects of the heavy burden of external debt for the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America;

Recognizing that the human being is the main subject of development and that everyone has the right to participate in, as well as to benefit from, the development process,

Bearing in mind that the grave economic situation facing the developing countries noticeably affects the effective promotion and full enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Reiterating once again that the establishment of the new international economic order is an essential element for the effective promotion and full enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all,

Reiterating also its profound conviction that all human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible and interdependent and that equal attention and urgent consideration should be given to the implementation, promotion and protection of civil and political rights and of economic, social and cultural rights,

Emphasizing the need for the creation, at the national and international levels, of conditions for the promotion and full protection of the human rights of individuals and peoples,

Recognizing that international peace and security are essential elements for the full realization of human rights, including the right to development,

Convinced that the resources that would be released by disarmament could contribute significantly to the development of all States, in particular the developing countries,

Deeply convinced that today more than ever, economic and social development and human rights are complimentary efforts leading to the same goal, that is, the maintenance of peace and justice among nations as the foundation for the ideals of freedom and well-being to which mankind aspires;

Reiterating that co-operation among all nations on the basis of respect for the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of each State, including the right of every people to choose freely its own socio-economic and political system, is essential for the promotion of peace and development, 

Convinced that the primary aim of such international co-operation must be the achievement by all human beings of a life of freedom and dignity and freedom from want,

Concerned, however, about the occurrence of violations of human rights in the world,

Reaffirming that nothing in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights or in the International Covenants on Human Rights may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person the right to engage in any activity or perform any act aimed at destroying any of the rights and freedoms proclaimed therein,

Affirming that the ultimate aim of development is the steady improvement of the well-being of the entire population, on the basis of its full participation in the process of development and a fair distribution of the benefits therefrom,

Considering that the efforts of the developing countries for their own development should be supported by an increased flow of resources and by the adoption of appropriate and substantive measures for creating an external environment conducive to such development,

Emphasizing the special importance of the purposes and principles proclaimed in its Declaration on the Right to Development,

Reaffirming the importance of furthering the activities of the organs of the United Nations in the field of human rights in conformity with the principles of the Charter,

Emphasizing that Governments have the duty to ensure respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms,

1.   Reiterates its request that the Commission on Human Rights should continue its current work on overall analysis with a view to further promoting and strengthening human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the question of the programme and working methods of the Commission, and on the overall analysis of the alternative approaches and ways and means for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms, in accordance with the provisions and concepts of General Assembly resolution 32/130 and other relevant texts;

2.   Affirms that a primary aim of international co-operation in the field of human rights is a life of freedom, dignity and peace for all peoples and for every human being, that all human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible and interrelated and that the promotion and protection of one category of rights should never exempt or excuse States from promoting and protecting the others;

3.   Reaffirms also that equal attention and urgent consideration should be given to the implementation, promotion and protection of civil and political rights and of economic, social and cultural rights;

4.   Reaffirms also that it is of paramount importance for the promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms that Member States should assume specific obligations by acceding to or ratifying international instruments in this field and, consequently, that the work within the United Nations system of setting standards in the field of human rights and universal acceptance and implementation of the relevant international instruments should be encouraged;

5.   Reiterates once again that the international community should accord, or continue to accord, priority to the search for solutions to mass and flagrant violations of human rights of peoples and individuals affected by situations such as those mentioned in paragraph 1 (e) of General Assembly resolution 32/130, paying due attention also to other situations of violations of human rights;

6.   Reaffirms its responsibility for achieving international co-operation in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, and expresses its concern at serious violations of human rights, in particular mass and flagrant violations of those rights, wherever they occur;

7.   Expresses concern at the present situation as regards the achievement of the objectives and goals for the establishment of the new international economic order, and at its adverse effects on the full realization of human rights, in particular the right to development;

8.   Reaffirms that the right to development is an inalienable human right;

9.   Reaffirms also that international peace and security are essential elements for achieving full realization of the right to development;

10.  Recognizes that all human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible and interdependent;

11.  Considers it necessary for all Member States to promote international co-operation on the basis of respect for the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of each State, including the right of every people to choose freely its own socio-economic and political system, with a view to solving international economic, social and humanitarian problems;

12.  Expresses concern at the disparity existing between established norms and principles and the actual situation of all human rights and fundamental freedoms in the world;

13.  Urges all States to co-operate with the Commission on Human Rights in the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms;

14.  Reiterates the need to create, at the national and international levels, conditions for the full promotion and protection of the human rights of individuals and peoples;

15.  Reaffirms once again that, in order to facilitate the full enjoyment of all human rights without diminishing personal dignity, it is necessary to promote the rights to education, work, health and proper nourishment through the adoption of measures at the national level, including those that provide for the right of workers to participate in management, as well as the adoption of measures at the international level, including the establishment of the new international economic order
 entailing a restructuring of existing international economic relations;

16.  Decides that the approach to future work within the United Nations system on human rights matters should also take into account the content of the Declaration on the Right to Development and the need for the implementation thereof;

17.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its (forty-fifth)
 session the item entitled “Alternative approaches and ways and means within the United Nations system for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms.”

� This paragraph was adopted 25-26-9 (A/1559 and Corr.1, p. 28)


� An amended text, reading “Considers that the present wording of some of the first eighteen articles of the draft covenant on human rights should be improved in order to protect the rights to which they refer,” was adopted 48-0-2 (A/1559 and Corr.1, p. 28)


� This paragraph was voted down 24-18-5 (A/1559 and Corr.1, p. 27). Subparagraphs a-d were subsequently not voted on.


� A joint revision to this paragraph, which read, “Considers that in the drafting of the covenant on human rights account should be taken of the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations and that these principles and purposes should be consistently applied and assiduously protected,” was adopted 43-0-2.


� This entire section, which replaced subparagraph (e) of L.76, was adopted 23-17-10.


� Adopted 37-0-2 (SR.315, November 16, 1950)


� Adopted 38-0-2 (SR.315, November 16, 1950)


� Soviet proposal from L.96, adopted 16-15-12 (SR.315, November 16, 1950)


� Adopted 49-0-2 (SR.315, November 16, 1950)


� Adopted 39-0-0 (SR.304, November 6, 1950)


� Combined text of paragraph 2 and subsection (a) of L.76; adopted 48-0-2 (SR.304, November 6, 1950)


� Language from Yugoslav amendment (L.92) adopted 25-16-9 (SR.307, November 8, 1950)


� From Yugoslav amendment (L.92) adopted 48-0-2 (SR.307, November 8, 1950)


� From a joint US-Yugoslav amendment (L.101) adopted 43-0-2 (SR.309, November 9, 1950). The joint US-Yugoslav amendment removed a final clause, “against the abuse of certain rights” from the language proposed in the original Yugoslav amendment (L.92). 


� The phrase that begins “including those relating to articles 13 and 14…” to the end were from a joint amendment by Egypt, the U.K. and the U.S. (L.99); whole paragraph, as amended, adopted 27-13-7 (SR.305, November 6, 1950). The original L.99 left open the possibility of adding these rights to “this first covenant or in other instruments.” That language was removed by virtue of a Mexican amendment which was adopted 28-18-3.


� From a United Kingdom amendment (L.94/Rev.1) adopted 39-0-10 (SR.307, November 8, 1950)


� Original text from L.76 referred to “the” federal state article. Change to “a” federal state article from oral Chinese amendment, adopted 16-9-22 (SR.309, November 9, 1950)


� The inserted phrase, “securing the maximum extension of the covenant to the constituent unites of federal States, and” from Lebanese amendment (L.86) was adopted 27-6-16 (SR.309, November 9, 1950).


� Paragraph as amended adopted 31-3-14 (SR.309, November 9, 1950).


� Joint Afghan-Saudi amendment (L.88) adopted 31-16-5 (SR.311, November 10, 1950). A revised text (L.88/Rev.1) referred only to a national right of self-determination, but Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia returned to the original text referring to the right of peoples as well as nations to self-determination. This text replaced the original reference in L.76 to “the territories articles,” which did not mention self-determination specifically.


� The phrase beginning “and an explicit recognition of equality…” to the end of the section was added by an Iraqi amendment (L.106) to the Yugoslav amendment (L.96) that was adopted 34-0-13 (SR.313, November 14, 1950)


� The entire text up to this point was from the Yugoslav amendment (L.96) to the original joint draft resolution (L.76). It was adopted, with the amended language from the Iraqi proposal (L.106) by a vote of 23-17-10 (SR.313, November 14, 1950).


� Original text 2(f) of L.76, adopted unanimously (43-0-0) (SR.314, November 15, 1950).


� Amendment offered by France (L.82/Rev.1) adopted 36-0-1 (SR.315, November 15, 1950).


� After voting on parts of this section, the entire section as amended was adopted 24-11-11 (SR.314, November 15, 1950).


� Proposed insertion/change to original draft, offered by Israel, adopted 26-10-7 (SR.314, November 15, 1950).


� Proposal to retain this language adopted 21-10-13 (SR.314, November 15, 1950)


� Original draft language, adopted 26-11-7 (SR.315, November 16, 1950).


� Addition proposed by Mexico. Votes on each proposal were taken separately. The entire addition was adopted 28-9-8 (SR.314, November 15, 1950).


� Original language; adopted 29-0-2 (SR.315, November 16, 1950).


� Original language; adopted 37-0-1 (SR.315, November 16, 1950).


� The preamble was adopted 52-0-3


� This amendment was rejected 7-37-14.


� Adopted 53-1-5.


� Adopted 49-0-5.


� Rejected 7-40-5.


� Adopted 37-7-3.


� Rejected 7-36-9.


� Adopted 30-9-13.


� Adopted 35-9-7.


� This entire text was rejected 6-41-6.


� This was included in the vote on the previous section, and was thus rejected 6-41-6.


� Adopted 31-14-9.


� Rejected 43-5-9.


� Adopted 54-0-1.


� Adopted 52-0-1.


� United Nations. Economic and Social Council Official Records: Thirteenth Session, Supplement No. 9. Commission on Human Rights, Report of the Seventh Session (16 April – 19 May 1951). Annex I: Draft International Covenant on Human Rights, pp 20-28.


� French proposal, adopted 16-0-2.


� Joint French/U.S. proposal, adopted 13-0-4.


� Australian proposal, adopted 9-3-5.


� U.S. proposal, adopted 12-0-6.


� Australian proposal, amended by Yugoslavia, adopted 14-0-4.


� Egyptian proposal, based on the Constitution of the World Health Organization and suggestions by its Director General, as amended by Chile and the Soviet Union, adopted 10-0-8.


� Joint proposal by France, Guatemala and Yugoslavia, adopted 16-0-2.


� U.S. proposal, adopted 10-0-8. An extensive Soviet Proposal that would be later offered before the Third Committee and in the General Assembly was rejected in a paragraph-by-paragraph vote.


� “The right of association shall be recognized. No restrictions shall be placed on the exercise of this right other than those prescribed by law and which are necessary to ensure national security, public order, the protection of health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others. Nothing in this article shall authorize States Parties to the Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize Convention, 1948, to take legislative measures which would prejudice, or to apply the law in such a manner as to prejudice, the guarantees provided for in that Convention.”


� The articles on education and cultural rights were initially drafted by Yugoslavia. There were many amendments.


� Resolution 303I (XI)


� Exact wording from US draft, A/Conf.32/L.22


� The sentiment about the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was reflected in point 3 of the US draft (L.22). The sentiment that “much more needs to be done” was in point 3 of the USSR proposal (L.18/Rev.1), which called the situation of human rights “unsatisfactory.”


� From point 1 of the US draft (L.22)


� The US draft (point 4) speaks about the right to political participation. Other aspects of this paragraph are reflected in points 10 and 11 of that draft.


� Point 9 of the US draft (L.22) states, “Governments should make every effort to ratify and apply the human rights conventions drafted by United Nations agencies.”


� Point 6 of the US draft states simply, “Without self-determination and freedom from colonial exploitation, no people can be said to enjoy adequate human rights.”


� The US draft includes language about “massive denials of human rights, arising out of aggression…result in untold human misery. States Members of the U.N. must cooperate through the Organization and shape their own policies so as to eradicate these evils” (point 5).


� The inclusion of discrimination based on religion, belief or opinion were reflected in points 5 and 11 of the US draft.


� Expressed in the USSR draft.


� Reflected in point 7 of the US draft.


� Reflected in point 12 of the US draft.


� Adopted in L.17/Rev.1


� Adopted in L.17/Rev.1


� Adopted in L.17/Rev.1; a similar proposal by Morocco was incorporated into A/C.3/32/L.33, but subsequently withdrawn.


� Adopted in L.17/Rev.1.


� Moroccan amendment (A/C.3/32/L.33) rejected 63-48-24.


� Moroccan amendment rejected 63-54-20.


� Moroccan amendment rejected 63-49-23. The revised draft, however, did include the words “promotion and protection” after “implementation.” 


� Adopted in L.17/Rev.1


� Adopted in L.17/Rev.1. This is a perfect example of the compromise that was reached throughout the resolution, whereby any reiteration of traditional individual rights (or in this case, of the principle of inalienability) was tempered by language concerning the extension of the principle to groups as well.


� Adopted in L.17/Rev.1


� Adopted in L.17/Rev.1


� Moroccan amendment defeated 65-44-25.


� Moroccan amendment defeated 64-51-22.


� Added in resolution 45/96 (1990). Finally deleted in resolution 49/186 (1994)


� Added in resolution 46/117 (1991).


� Added in resolution 48/123 (1993).


� Added in resolution 45/96 (1990.


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Added in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Deleted in resolution 48/123 (1993).


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� All five of these clauses deleted in 45/96 (1990); the first of these was re-introduced in resolution 46/117 (1991).


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Deleted in resolution 49/186 (1994).


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Deleted in resolution 49/186 (1994).


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Deleted in resolution 49/186 (1994).


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Deleted in resolution 45/96 (1990).


� Deleted in resolution 46/117 (1991).


� Added in resolution 46/117 (1991).


� This would change in each subsequent resolution.
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